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Dedications
Ruchie Ackerman - leilui nishmas her mother Chaya Sara bas Shmuel Moshe
whose yahrtzeit is Shushan Purim
Shelly Winkler - Her mother’s first yahrtzeit on Shabbos. Baila Balcha bas Yehuda
Aryeh Leib
Shira Hefter - liluy nishmat Breina Leah bas Avidgor Yaakov whose yahrtzeit is
today - Thursday
Varda Gewirtz - L’aliyat neshama for her mother-in-law, Yitta Faiga bas Shimshon
Menachem Mendel.
Rivky Jungreis - Thank you to Hakadosh Baruch Hu and a refuah shelaimah
b'karov for Godel Yehuda b Roizel and all of cholei Yisrael.

A.  Collective  Tefilla

Esther 4:16

יםלֵ֩� יםכְּנ֨וֹס אֶת־כּל־הַיְּהוּדִ֜ יהַֽנּמְִצְאִ֣ ילְָה ויָ֔וֹם גַּם־אֲנִ֥י ונְעֲַרתַֹ֖ י ואְַל־תּאֹכְל֨וּ ואְַל־תִּשְׁתּ֜וּ שְׁ֤�שֶׁת ימִָים֙ לַ֣ לַ֠ ן וצְ֣וּמוּ עָ֠ בְּשׁוּשָׁ֗
ן אָב֤וֹא אֶל ן וּבְכֵ֞ לֶ֙�אָצ֣וּם כֵּ֑ ר־הַמֶּ֙ תאֲשֶׁ֣ דְתִּי אָבָֽדְתִּי׃ֽ�א־כַדָּ֔ ר אָבַ֖ וכְַאֲשֶׁ֥

“Go, assemble all the Jews who live in Shushan, and fast in my behalf; do not eat or
drink for three days, night or day. I and my maidens will observe the same fast. Then I
shall go to the king, though it is contrary to the law; and if I am to perish, I shall
perish!”

Maharal: Ohr Chadash
" כאשרכנוס","לךשייךזהובדברשיתפללו,התפילה,עללורמזהזהדברטז).(פסוקהיהודים"כלאתכנוסלך

צבורתפילתתהיהרקבביתו,אחדכליתפללולאלהתפלל,הכנסתלביתילכו
“Assemble all the Yehudim” alludes to Prayer- it means they should gather to pray in
a Beit Knesset ,so  they will not pray alone in their houses but rather ensure that it
will be a communal prayer

B. Defining Tefilla
להתפלל

הת -is reflexive - to do something to yourself



to put in orderפלל--

1. Shemos 21:22
ה עַל הָֽאִשָּׁ֔ ית עָלָיו֙ בַּ֣ ר ישִָׁ֤ שׁ כַּאֲֽשֶׁ֨ ה אָס֑וֹן עָנ֣וֹשׁ יעֵָנֵ֗ יהָ וְ֥�א יהְִיֶ֖ ה הָרָה֙ ויְצְָא֣וּ ילְָדֶ֔ גְפ֜וּ אִשָּׁ֤ ים ונְָ֨ ן בִּפְלִלִיֽם׃וכְִיֽ־ינִּצָ֣וּ אֲנשִָׁ֗ ונְָתַ֖

Rashi:
When [two or more] parties fight, and one of them pushes a pregnant woman and a
miscarriage results, but no other damage ensues, the one responsible shall be fined
according as the woman’s husband may exact, בפללים ACCORDING TO THE
DECISION OF THE JUDGES (Mekhilta d'Rabbi Yishmael 21:23:9).

2. Bereishis 48:11
י� ה פָנֶ֖ ֹ֥ ף רְא אמֶר ישְִׂרָאֵל֙ אֶל־יוֹסֵ֔ ֹ֤ לְתִּיויַּ ים֣�א פִלָּ֑ י אֱ�הִ֖ ה אתִֹ֛ ה הֶרְאָ֥ גַּ֥ם אֶת־זַרְעֶֽ�׃והְִנֵּ֨

And Israel said to Joseph, “ To see your face- i had never expected or planned- and
here God has let me see your children as well.”

Rashi-- פללתילא
כְּמוֹ הָבִיאִי עֵצָה עֲשִׂי פְלִילָהלְשׁוֹן מַחֲשָׁבָה,פללתישֶׁאֶרְאֶה פָניֶ� עוֹד.�א מְלָאַניִ לִבִּי לַחֲשׁבֹ מַחֲשָׁבָהלא פללתי.

(ישעיהו ט"ז):

I had not Planned on— I had never gave myself permission to think that I would
again see your face. פללתי is an expression for thinking, like the noun in (Isaiah 16:3)
“Give counsel, carry out the thought .”(פלילה)

3. Tehillim 106:30
ינחְָס ד פִּֽ֭ ֹ֣ לויַּעֲַמ ר הַמַּגֵּפָֽה׃ויַפְַלֵּ֑ תֵּעָצַ֗ וַ֝

Phinehas stepped forth and intervened,and the plague ceased.
Metzudat Tzion:

כא(שמותבפליליםונתןכמוומשפטדיןעניןויפלל.
This refers to Law and order since they enforce adherence with a pre-
determined system.

C.  Defining Rachamim

Mercy - asking for a change
רחם Rechem- womb
-Machar-מחר tomorrow



.Tefilla is called rachamei, mercy or compassion. For example Gemara uses the word
“bai rachamei” – he sought compassion – to describe one who prays.

Similarly, the Gemara says that
women are obligated in tefilla - "derachamei ninhu",because Tefilla is Rachamim

לֶ֙�…אָב֤וֹא אֶל ר־הַמֶּ֙ תאֲשֶׁ֣ ֽ�א־כַדָּ֔

Esther is also referring to approaching HKBH- in a way that is against  the rules to
request that He cancel His laws.--
Esther is going to ask for Rachamim.

D.  How can Tefilla be both about  establishing Hashem's  plan and also about
changing the plan?



Rav Schwab connects the structure of the Beis Hamikdash to the structure of
the Tefillah.
Architecture of Beit Hamikdash-- Order of Tefilla

E. Avodah Sh’ Blev- where the change happens

Amida -

We are approaching  the “mothers mind” or the Kodesh HaKedoshim
or the Aron/Nora.

It is here where there is no  other reality.
This is  the “place” where Hashem's Dibur / Dibrot ” or Ratzon  can enter our realm
and influence us
If we ask for it. If we want it.
Hashem will never force us to want His Ratzon for creation to influence us

Arriving at the place of wanting  to ask for the right things  is our job.

Chazzal, with the power of Nevuah ,revealed and bequeathed to us what Hashem
wants us to want.

Our  Avodah Blev is to sincerely want and   ask for  that  which Hashem has already
established as the order and plan of our world.

Our Avodah is in becoming a new person who  now knows more clearly that  what
we  really want is to live in sync with what we are here for.

When we recognize that it is our Rechem based limitations that have blurred our
vision of our true wants  we can ask for another Machar , another chance- this is
rachamim.

We ask for another Machar in order to re align ourselves with the Plan.

לֶ� ט֔וֹב אמֶר אֶסְתֵּר֙ אִם־עַל־הַמֶּ֣ ֹ֤ ןותַּ רינִָּתֵ֣ ןגַּם־מָחָ֗ ר בְּשׁוּשָׁ֔ ת הַיּ֑וֹםלַעֲשׂ֖וֹתלַיּהְוּדִים֙ אֲשֶׁ֣ ןכְּדָ֣ רֶת בְּנֵיֽ־הָמָ֖ ת עֲשֶׂ֥ יתְִל֥וּואְֵ֛
עַל־הָעֵֽץ׃

“If it please Your Majesty,” Esther replied, “let the Jews in Shushan be permitted to act
tomorrow also as they did today; and let Haman’s ten sons be impaled on the stake.”

https://images.shulcloud.com/811/uploads/Documents/Source-Sheets/Rebbetzin-Levine-Biurei-Tefila/04-02-B.pdf


F.  The order of the Amidah

1. Shevach

Chessed- The overflow that we exist  within
Gevurah-the necessity and challenges of our “separate space”
Nora- The awesome incomprehensibility of how both together lead to the unfolding
of the “plan”

Note: The bracha about Gevurah starts with Hashems overflowing chessed of
sustaining creation itself , and ends with the  rachamim of resurrection,

Where is the gevurah?-the “holding back” or hiddenness

From Hshems perspective- all those limitations and frailties of the physical world are
passing-they are all due to Hahsems Gevurah-
But they  will be healed when the wound of the mechitza is healed

Kohelet Rabbah  1:4
יוֹחָנןָ,רַבִּיבְּשֵׁםדְּסִכְניִןיהְוֹשֻׁעַורְַבִּילָקִישׁ,בֶּןשִׁמְעוֹןרַבִּיבְּשֵׁםחֲניִנאָרַבִּיאֶרְפָּא,ואֲַנִימָחַצְתִּיאַחֵר,דָּבָר
לַתַּחְתּוֹנִים,הָעֶלְיוֹנִיםבֵּיןשֶׁעָשִׂיתִימְחִיצָהמָחַצְתִּי,אֶלָּאכָּאן,כְּתִיבאֵיןהִכֵּיתִי,יוֹחָנןָ,רַבִּיבְּשֵׁםלֵויִורְַבִּי

כה,(ישעיהשֶׁנּאֱֶמַרעִקָּר,כָּלמִיתָהאֵיןלָבוֹאלֶעָתִידאֲבָלהַזֶּה,בָּעוֹלָםמֵתִיםוהְַתַּחְתּוֹניִםקַיּמִָיןשֶׁהָעֶלְיוֹניִם
אֶרְפָּאאֲנִימְחִיצָתִימָחַצְתִּי,הּ,אוֹתָוּמְרַפֵּאחוֹזֵראֲניִמְחִיצָהאוֹתָהּאַףאַבָּארַבִּיאָמַרלָנצֶַח.הַמָּותֶבִּלַּעח):

2.    Bakasha-
3- personal spiritual needs= Daas- Teshuva - Slicha
3- personal physical-  Redemption- Health - Wealth

3- national spiritual= Kibbutz Galiot - Tzedek Mishpat - Empowering Tzaddikim and
crushing our enemies.
3- national physical = Yerushalayim-Mashiach-  Beis Hamikdash

3. Hodaah-- Yehudim

Return of Shechina-  “Modim”  - Shalom-



G. Personal tefilla:

Tehillim: 34:5

שְׁתִּי יועְָנָ֑ניִהאֶתדָּרַ֣ גוּרוֹתַ֗ הִצִּילָנִֽי׃-וּמִכּל־מְ֝

I seeked Hashem and He answered me;

He saved me from all my terrors.


